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[Reimburseneat. of Petizxed Naployease’s Resl Nstatc ls..ltlll..
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Devision re: ldq‘u‘ K. .8carz; by Robuert F. Keller, Deputy
Comptroller Geaeral.

Coatacts Office of the General Coussel: PezsoDmel law Batters
1.

Orqanization Concerned: Departaeat of Nousiag aamd Urban
Davelopsent: San Franciscs Area 0ffice, CA.

.uthorit,' 5 0.8.C« 5720, 5 0. .$.C- 8723 3% Co.p. ‘ﬂa 991,
.T.R, (FPHR ‘01-1’ ..

A former nployn stationed im Guas claimed .
feimbursesent of real estate expenses for the sale of his Guan
ruidum ‘upon his voluantary t.‘t-st.lﬂIt abd retuxn to the
contirental United States. Be aay not be reimbursed asince
reinlarsenent of real estate ‘expenses is authorised only mn
permilent change of daty station. (HTW)
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DECISION OF YHRE UNITED STATES .{4‘
WABHINGTON, D.C. 20Ba8 :

L R '

FILE: B-~19. 86 DATE: Deosmber 12, 1978 !

MATTER OF: Mr. Edgar K. Scarr - Real estate sxpincas

DIGEST: hployca loclted 4in Guam who returned to
continental United States upon voluntary
retirerient. mly not te rci-bursud real
estate expenses 1ncuxred'in the sale of his
Cuam residence since reim® urssment of raeal -
eatate expenses is authorized only upon a
permanent change of duty station. 54 Comp.

Cen. 991 (1975)

T

Thiu action is in respor,se to & requast fromithe Diractor
Accounting, Depaanent of Housing and Wrban Devalopnent Ragional
Otfice, San Francisco, Californil, for 'a decision on the ciaim of
Mr. Edgar X. Scarr, n“forner exployee stationed in Guam, for reim-
bursement of real estate expenscs upon h.s retirement and rerurn to

the continental United States.

Mr. Scarr submittad a travel request and authorization form
which was for use in change of station travel, On this form he
ifdicated that he would,sell or had sold his Guam residence and

"indicated the eatimated\coat as $3,500, However Mr. Sca*. was not

trnveline pursuant to al'transfer of station but on voluntary retire-
ment dnd‘return from Guan to Fetaluma, California.

‘Tha nubntss*on stntba that pertinent statutaa and regulations
permit guch reiu&ursemenh only when there is a permanent change of :
duty station., Since thereturn from Guam for purpoces other than
assuming a new Government position does not constitute a permaneant
change of station it is fndicated that his claim for reimbursement
of real estate expenscs dones not appear allowable.

The rral estate expenae reimburement is authorized by
5 U.S.C. § 5724a (1976) in pertinent part as Follows:

"(4) Expenserfof the ‘sale of the residence
(or the settlement- of an unexpired: lcase) of the
employae at the ‘oid station and purchase of a home
at the new off;cial station’ required to be paid by
him when the n0ld and new official stations are
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located within the United Séhtea. its tercitories
or possessions, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rieo, or
the Canal Zone. * % *'" (Emphasis supplied,)

We held in 54 (omp. Gen. 991 (1975) that a chcral Aviation
Administration employee located In Alagka who r-turned to‘the Uited
States when his position was sboiished was not asuthorized axpunses
incurred in selling his Alaska residence. Oux d2cision was based
on the fact that no permanent chaage of station was involved and
that returning employees in those circumstances is covered by -

5 U.t.C., ¥ 5724(d) (1976) which limits ekpences reimbursed to those
authorized for ncw appointees under 5 U.S.C. § 5722 (1976), para-
graph 2-6.4 of the Federal Travel Regulations, FPMR 101-7 (May 1973).
The law and regulaticons in this regard have not been changed and
would apply in connection with Mr. Scarr's voluntary retirement.

Accordingly, Mr. 3carr's real estate expenses majy not be

reimbursed. |
%‘ K“ "4«-&- .

Deputy Comptroller General
of the United States
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